CHAPTER V
A RUSSIAN INTERLUDE
THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION, as has been just indicated
in the previous chapter, made a change in the disposition
and outlook of the Polish Legionaries. Pilsudski had
never wavered in his conviction that the old Russia,
if she were suffered to survive, would prove the greatest
and ultimately the most dangerous enemy to Poland.
Germany, he was convinced, would be defeated in the
War and accordingly the German power would for the
time be broken; but so long as the old Russia remained
an influential force among the successful allied and
associated Powers, so long would there be a Power
fighting against the recognition of any real Polish
independence. Indeed, Lord Balfour informed Colonel
House in 1916 that an independent Poland would mean
an end to the alliance between Russia and France and
so the Allies could not contemplate it. It would be a
buffer state interposed between Germany and Russia
and would prevent Russia from operating effectively
against Germany. Besides, as was made plain in the
introductory paragraphs* to this book, Russia had now
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